
TDOT
Civil Rights Office

Small Business
Development 

Program



Statement of Commitment

The DBE program is intended 

to remedy past and current 

discrimination against 

disadvantaged business 

enterprises, to ensure a ñlevel 

playing field,ò on which DBEs 

can compete fairly for 

contracts.



DBE Program

What is the program?

This program was developed by the 
Federal Highway Administration and 
is administered by the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation Civil 
Rights Office Small Business 
Development Program to encourage 
minority, female and other 
disadvantaged firms to work in the 
highway/bridge industry. Both state 
and federal construction projects 
and monies are included in it. 



DBE Ethnic Classifications

MBE Minority Male Business Enterprise

MFBE Minority Female Business Enterprise

AIA Asian Indian American

APA Asian Pacific American

BA Black American

HA Hispanic American

NA Native American

FBE Female Business Enterprise



DBE Breakout By Category
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Commercially Useful Function 

(CUF)

Expectations of State DBE Program

Definition of CUF, is that the 

DBE is responsible for the 

execution of the work where the 

DBE manages, supervises, 

obtains the materials, and 

performs the work items with 

his/her own forces.


