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1 
S T A T E O F T E N N E S S E E 
 
(Rev. 6-19-95) March 1, 2006 
(Rev. 6-1-04) 
(Rev. 06-20-2011) 
 

SPECIAL PROVISION 
 

REGARDING 
 

BUY AMERICA REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
All manufacturing processes for iron and steel products, and coatings applied thereon, used in 
this project shall occur in the United States except that if the proposal has bid items for 
furnishing domestic and foreign iron and steel, the bidder will have the option of (1) submitting a 
bid for furnishing domestic iron and steel, or (2) submitting a bid for furnishing domestic iron 
and steel and a bid for furnishing foreign iron and steel.  If option (2) is chosen the bid will be 
tabulated on the basis of (a) the total bid price using the bid price for furnishing domestic iron 
and steel and, (b) the total bid price using the bid price for furnishing foreign iron and steel. 
 
For the total bid based on furnishing foreign iron and steel to be considered for award, the lowest 
total bid based on furnishing domestic iron and steel must exceed the lowest total bid based on 
furnishing foreign iron and steel by more than 25 percent.  The 25 percent differential applies to 
the total bid for the entire project, not just the bid prices for the steel or iron products. 

 
Iron and steel products are defined as products rolled, formed, shaped, drawn, extruded, forged, 
cast, fabricated or otherwise similarly processed from iron and steel made in the United States.  
Iron products are included, however, pig iron and processed, pelletized, and reduced iron ore 
may be purchased outside the United States. 
 
 Manufacturing begins with initial melting and continues through the coating stage.   Any 
process which modifies chemical content, physical size or shape, or the final finish is considered 
a manufacturing process. Coatings include epoxy, galvanizing, painting or any other surface 
protection that enhances the value and/or durability of a material. 
 
The contractor shall provide a certification to the Engineer with each shipment of iron and steel 
products to the project site that the manufacturing processes for the iron and steel products 
occurred in the United States.  No steel shall be placed until the contractor ensures the 
requirements of this Special Provision are met. 
 
The above requirements do not prevent a minimal use of foreign materials, if the cost of such 
materials used does not exceed 0.1 percent of the total contract cost or $2,500.00, whichever is 
greater.  If steel not meeting the requirements of this Special Provision is used, the contractor 
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shall provide a written statement to the Department prior to its use indicating where the steel will 
be incorporated in the work, the value of the steel, the percentage of the contract amount, and the 
appropriate invoices shall be submitted as documentation. 
 
The contractor shall be responsible for all cost associated with any steel that is permanently 
incorporated into the project that does not meet the requirements of this Special Provision 
without prior written approval from the Department, up to and including removal and 
replacement. 
 


