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(Rev. 01-11-12) 
 
STATE                                           OF                                                          TENNESSEE 
 
 

TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 

MINIMUM WAGE SCALES FOR FEDERAL AID HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 
 
 
Publication Date: January 6, 2012 
General Decision Number: TN120002  
Modification No.: 0 
 
Superseded General Decision No.: TN20100002 
 
Construction Types: Highway 
 
Counties: Tennessee Statewide 
 
 
HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS : (excluding tunnels, building  
structures in rest area projects & railroad construction; 
bascule, suspension & spandrel arch bridges designed for  
commercial navigation, bridges involving marine construction;  
and other major bridges). 
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CLASSIFICATION Rates 

Bricklayer $16.62 
Carpenter $16.10 
Cement Mason/Concrete Finisher $13.91 
Electrician $21.62 
Ironworkers  
  -Reinforcing $15.90 
  -Structural $17.15 
Traffic Controller $16.98 
Painter & Sandblaster $21.54 
Powder Person  $17.79 
Power Equipment Operators  
- Group 1 $17.14 

  - Group 2 $15.26 
  - Group 3 $15.75 
  - Group 4 $14.19 
   Drill Operator (Caisson) $18.43 
   Farm Tractor Operator (Power Broom) $12.58 
   Sweeping Machine (Vacuum) Operator $13.39 
  
 Heavy Duty Mechanic $18.04 
 Light Duty Mechanic $16.27 
  
Truck Drivers  
 - 2 Axles  $13.02 

   - 3 - 4 Axles $12.91 
   - 5 or more Axles $15.24 
   - Heavy Duty Off-Road $12.98 
Laborers  
  - Common/Unskilled $11.50 
  - Skilled $13.34 
 
WELDERS - Receive rate prescribed for craft performing 
          operation to which welding is incidental. 
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LABORER CLASSIFICATIONS    
 
Skilled Laborers: Air tool operator, Asphalt Raker, 
  Chain saw operator, Concrete Mixer (Less than 1 
  yard), Concrete Rubber, Edger, Fence Erector, Form Setter 
  (Steel), Guard Rail Erector, Mechanic's Tender (Tire 
  Changer or Oiler), Mortar Mixer, Nozzleman or Gun Operator 
  (Gunite), Pipelayer, Sign Erector. 
 

   
 
 POWER EQUIPMENT OPERATOR CLASSIFICATIONS   
 
  GROUP 1:  Backhoe/Hydraulic Excavator (3/4 yard & over), 
  Crane, End Loader (3 yards & over), Motor Patrol (Rough), 
  Tractor (Crawler/Utility), Scraper, Shovel, Trenching Machine. 
 
  GROUP 2:  Backhoe/Hydraulic Excavator (Less than 3/4 yard), 
  Bull dozer or Push dozer, End Loader (Less than 3 yards), 
  Motor Patrol (Rough), Tractor (Crawler/Utility), 
  Scraper, Shovel, Trenching Machine. 
 
  GROUP 3:  Asphalt Paver, Concrete Finishing Machine, Concrete 
  Paver, Scale, Spreader (Self-Propelled), Concrete Grinder, 
  Asphalt Milling Machine, Boring Machine Operator 
  (Horizontal). 
 

GROUP 4:  Bobcat, Central Mining Plant, Concrete Pump, Concrete Saw, 
Curb machine (Automatic or Manual), Dozer or Loader (Stockpile), 
Drill(piling), Mulcher or Seeder, Rock Drill (truck mounted), Roller 
(asphalt), Roller(compaction self-propelled), Soil Stabilization 
Machine, Tractor (boom & hoist), Bituminous Distributor Machine, Pump, 
Track Drill, Striping Machine  

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 


