


Knoxville Beltway Was
Conceived In The 1970’s

1971 - The East Tennessee Development
District (ETDD) proposed a western
regional bypass for Knoxville.

Early 1970’s - The Knoxville-Knox
County Metropolitan Planning Commission
(MPC) proposed a regional beltway along
with a system of regional freeways,
arterials, and parkways as part of a major
thoroughfare plan for the area.



Beltway Study Requested In
Early 1990°’s

1994 - The ETDD and the Knoxville-Knox
County MPC requested that TDOT begin a
study of the proposed Beltway.

November 11, 1994 - The Knoxville
Regional Transportation Planning
Organization (TPO) requested TDOT to
conduct a feasibility study identifying
potential corridors for the western leg of a
regional bypass for Knoxville.



Corridor Study

1998-2000 - The State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)
proposed funding for preliminary engineering for the Beltway.

1997, January - February - Public meetings were held to gather public
input on potential routes for the western beltway. Blue and Orange
routes were shown. As a result of the meetings the Blue Route was
modified and the Green Route was added.

December 18, 2001 - The Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) was approved by the FHWA.

2002, February & March - Public hearings were held to allow review
and comment on the DEIS and the Blue, Orange, & Green routes.

July 31, 2002 - TDOT announced that the Knoxville Beltway would
follow the 38-mile "Orange Route” through West and North Knox County.



UT Center Review

May and June 2003 - Shortly after taking office,
Transportation Commissioner Gerald Nicely asked the
University of Tennessee Center for Transportation
Research to review 15 projects based on complaints
Governor Bredesen heard during his 2002 campaign for
Governor. Consequently the UT Center held “Listening
Sessions” as part of an independent review of those
projects including the Knoxville Beltway.

August 2003 - The results of the UT Study were
published. The study recommended should TDOT decide to
move ahead with the Beltway, context sensitive design
concepts should be considered to involve the public in the
design process.



Where We Are Now

November 10, 2003 - Commissioner Gerald Nicely
announced that TDOT would construct a modified "Orange
Route," but with input from the local community. The
Context Sensitive Solutions process will involve a Resource
Team made up of representatives of the various stakeholders
working with consultants to design a road that fits the local
situation. This process is expected to take a year and a half.

January 29, 2004 - The Knoxville TPO recommended the
Resource Team members to TDOT.

January 30, 2004 - Preliminary work began on the Knoxville
Beltway Project including conducting some preliminary site
research work in Knox County and surrounding areas impacted
by the selected corridor. Survey crews began gathering the
data to supplement aerial photography.



Survey Work

March 1, 2004 -
TDOT Survey
consultants sent |
letters to all
property owners in
a 2000 foot wide
corridor to advise
them of upcoming
survey operations.

in within the next four (4)
maonths.
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Survey Work

Preliminary Work to r e T
Include:

Set Control

Locate Property Lines
Locate Utilities
Identify Pipes

Locate Sinkholes
Locate Springs
Locate Septic Tanks
Fill in Obscured Areas
Locate Cave Extents
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Design Parameters

" Knowns
" Orange Route

® Corridor Study Width of 1000’ with
expansions at interchange locations
" Centerline within corridor
" Some R/W outside of corridor

" Interchange Connections at
" 1-40/1-75 (West)
" 1-75 (East)

®" Fully Access Controlled

" Divided Highway

® 18 Month Time Frame



Design Parameters

" ITtems to Discuss

" Other Interchange Locations
" Design Speed

®Typical Section

®" Minimum Level of Service

" Enhancements

" Pedestrians

" Bicyclists



Design Parameters

What information does the
Resource Team need to
discuss these Issues?



Other Items

m Media Relations

m Resource Team Meeting
Date Advertisement



Upcoming Meetings

= Second Resource Team Meeting
Mission Statement

Discuss Critical Project Issues
Brainstorm Solutions to Issues
Develop Team Goals

= Resource Team Meeting to discuss
Interchange Justification Studies

= Resource Team Meeting to discuss
Public Involvement Plan



Question to Think
About

When successfully
completed, what is your
vision of what the new
route will look like?
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